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the reign of terror generally convince me that a
greater set of scoundrels seldom came to the surface,
than the perpetrators of those enormities. But then
the real inference is, to my mind, very different.
Henry VIII. was the product of the previous time;
the ultimate outcome of that ideal state of things in
which the church had its own way during the ages
of truth. Must not the system have been wrong,
when it had so lost all moral weight as to be at the
mercy of a ruffianly plunderer ? And so, as we all
admit now, the strongest condemnation of the old
French regime is the fact that it had not only pro-
duced such a set of miscreants as those who have
cast permanent odium even upon sound principles ;
but that its king and rulers went down before them
without even an attempt at manly resistance. A
revolution does not, perhaps, justify itself; it does
not prove that its leaders judged rightly and acted
virtuously: but, beyond a doubt, it condemns the
previous order which brought it about. What a
horrid thing is the explosion! Why, is the obvious
answer, did you allow the explosive materials to ac-
cumulate, till the first match must fire the train ?
The greatest blot upon Burke, I need hardly say, ivS
that his passions blinded him in his age, to this, as
we now see, inevitable conclusion.
The old-fashioned view, I fancy, is a relic of that